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Esau had four or five wives, all of whom were foreign women living in 
the land of Canaan. When Esau was forty years old he took to wife 
Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath (may be Adah) 
the daughter of Elon the Hittite. They were a grief of mind unto Isaac 
and to Rebekah (Genesis 26: 34-35 ASV). Esau (the same as Edom) took 
his wives Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Oholibamah the 
daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, and Basemath 
Ishmael’s daughter, sister of Nebaioth (Genesis 36: 2 ASV).

Text: Genesis 24: 1-8 ASV

And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and Jehovah had 
blessed Abraham in all things. And Abraham said unto his servant, the
elder of his house, that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy 
hand under my thigh: and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God
of heaven and the God of the earth, that thou wilt not take a wife for 
my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: but 
thou shalt go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife for 
my son Isaac. And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the 
woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs 
bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest? And 
Abraham said unto him, Beware thou that thou bring not my son 
thither again. Jehovah, the God of heaven, who took me from my 
father’s house, and from the land of my nativity, and who spake unto 
me, and who sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this 
land; he will send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife for 
my son from thence. And if the woman be not willing to follow thee, 
then thou shalt be clear from this my oath; only thou shalt not bring my
son thither again.

Inter-marrying with idolaters Esau violated the great principle laid 
down by Abraham, and forfeited his birthright. Such marriages were 
illegal, even considered fornication; lest there be any fornicator, or 
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profane person, as Esau, who for one mess of meat sold his own 
birthright (Hebrews 12: 16 ASV).

Determination to maintain purity is not correct in today's culture. It is 
counter to the New World Order, judged inflexible and cruel. Thought 
of anyone alien or foreign is not tolerated. The most dangerous of all 
heretics seek to persuade Christians there is nothing wrong with 
prudent conformity to the world's standards, and urge the church to 
use a cautious policy of compromise with the practices and morals of 
the world. If that teaching is successful, the result would be that the 
world changed Christianity, and Christianity would not have changed 
the world!

A Christian must maintain covenant and grace by faith. The theocracy 
of God is not government of man. The elder shall serve the younger. 
What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God 
forbid. For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion. So then it is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that hath 
mercy (Romans 9: 12 & 14-16 ASV). 

God has not merely created the world and set it going, and since then 
sits back in passive idleness; God is still in the world, guiding the 
destinies of men and nations aright in accordance with His wise and 
beneficient laws, changing evil to good, and bringing mankind steadily
forward upon the path of truth and progress, which leads to the goal of
human existance which He has appointed.

God in His mercy warns us from time to time. He severs one mooring 
after another. This is God's right. He gave them. He has the vested 
power to remove them. Is it not lawful for Me to do what I will with 
mine own? or is thine eye evil, because I am good (Matthew 20: 15 ASV)? 
The things in life that become "the desire of our eyes" vanish until we 
look beyond. Do not quarrel with God! Be at peace with Him. God 



Page 3 of 3 

does not make a mistake in His schedule for your life. He giveth and 
taketh. Learn to thank Him for one as you do for the other. Godliness 
with contentment is great gain: for we brought nothing into the world, 
for neither can we carry anything out; but having food and covering we
shall be therewith content (I Timothy 6: 6-8 ASV).

Divine election is one road sign that points in the direction of Eternity.
Grace to you and peace from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of 
this present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father. 
Amen (Galatians 1: 3-6 ASV portioned).


